
 Statement from IGOBF 7  th  October 2022 

 The objectives of the IGOBF are very clearly set out below 

 ●  To coordinate the efforts of all Associations, to safeguard the rights 
 of the members, and to promote their best interests in so far as they 
 relate to the breeding, rearing, maintaining, training, racing, coursing 
 and selling of greyhounds. 

 ●  To make effective representation and contributions to Rásaíocht Con 
 Éireann/Greyhound Racing Ireland, the Irish Coursing Club, and to 
 the Minister with responsibility for the Irish Greyhound Industry. 

 ●  To ensure that Rásaíocht Con Éireann, Boards of Directors, Track 
 Management, and the ICC  do not act to the detriment of the 
 members of the GOBA's. 

 This week numerous members have contacted their GOBAS  to voice their 
 concerns about a recent RCÉ announcement of change which if 
 implemented will ban owners and trainers from feeding Category 2 meat 
 to racing greyhounds. 
 This decision is extremely DETRIMENTAL to every greyhound owner 
 and trainer. 
 Therefore, the IGOBF  requests the Board of RCÉ to review the decision 
 regarding the amendment of the screening limits of Dexamethasone  and to 
 reverse the  ban of feeding Category 2 meat to racing greyhounds. 



 UPDATE ON THE USE OF THE MEDICINE DEXAMETHASONE IN RACING 
 GREYHOUNDS 

 GRI  

 Greyhound Racing Ireland / Rásaíocht Con Éireann wishes to inform greyhound 
 owners and trainers, that from January 1  st   2023, a  revised screening limit will 

 take effect in rela�on to the medicine Dexamethasone. 

 Following on from the publica�on of recent studies and a�er careful 
 considera�on, GRI have taken the decision to reduce the screening limits for 
 this medicine to 0.2ng/ml for plasma (blood) and 0.2ng/ml for urine in line 

 with published interna�onal scien�fic research. 

 Dexamethasone is available in many different forms, both short ac�ng and long 
 ac�ng and is used widely in the treatment of injuries and ailments, in many 

 species of animals, including farm animals. Consequently, it is en�rely possible 
 that, as a result of the new screening limits, there may be posi�ves which are 

 as a result of carryover of this medicine from Category 2 meat into racing 
 greyhounds. 

 These levels will mean that a withdrawal period of at least 10 days (when using 
 a short ac�ng prepara�on) should be observed with this drug in advance of 
 compe��on. The withdrawal period is the length of �me that is required for 
 the levels of dexamethasone to return below 0.2ng/ml in Plasma (blood) and 
 0.2ng/ml in urine, a�er the administra�on of this medicine to the greyhound. 

 Unfortunately, long-ac�ng Dexamethasone prepara�ons may last much 
 longerand take many �mes this period to return below the levels set above. 


